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Preface to the Second Edition. 


A Second Edition of this occaſional Diſcourſe, 
ſo many years after the ir was publiſhed at 
the requeſt of a particular Audience, may require 
| ſome Apology. The Author can only plead in 
excuſe, the folicitation of ſome Friends, and the 


£ ory demand for it at the Bookſellers, fince it 


as been out of print; whence He is inclined to 
hope, it may till be of Tome ſervice, to recom- 
mend a Charity, which he has greatly at heart. 
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To the Right Reverend Father- in- God 


P H I I. 1 P 
Lord Biſhop of NOR WI C B, 


PRESIDENT 
OF THE 


CORPOR ATION for the Relief of the poor 
Wipows and ORPHANS of CLERGYMEN 
in the County of Suffolk; 
And to the REST of 


The GoveRNoRs of that Charity, 


THIS DISCOURSE 
(Originally publiſhed at the Requeſt of the 
GOVERNORS, who heard it,) 
1s, with all Reſpect, 
Moſt humbly dedicated 


By their moſt obedient Servant 


H. HUBBARD. 


8 IF \& 1 


II KINGS iv. x. } 


NOW THERE CREED A CERTAIN WOMAN OF THE 
WIVES OF THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS UNTO 
ELISHA, SAYING, THY SERVANT MY HUSBAND 18 
DEAD, AND THOU KNOWEST THAT THY SERVANT 
DID FEAR THE LORD; AND THE CREDITOR 18 

' COME TO TAKE UNTO HIM MY TWO SONS TO BE 
BONDMEN. F | WE FE 


\HE little Pieces of Hiſtory recorded in the Books of 
| the Old Teſtament were unqueſtionably deſigned for 
the ſervice of the Church of God in all ages; for thus St. 
Paul tells his beloved Timothy*, that all Scripture — is pro- 

fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction 

in righteouſneſs : that the man of God may be 2 throughl 
furniſhed unto all good works. In ſome of them the odiouſ- 
neſs of vice, and the inconveniences and miſeries Men bring 
upon themſelves by their fins, are ſet before our eyes in the 
ſtrongeſt light, in order to deter us from the like prac- 
tices: They are related for our reproof, and for aur cor- 
rection. In others, Virtue is pdinted in its true and proper 
Colours ; and the amiable Picture taken from real life is re- 
preſented to us, not indeed in the gaudy dreſs and ſtudied 
ornaments of Greek or Roman Eloquence, but in the 
plain and more affecting ſimplicity of nature; — for our 
inſtruftion in righteouſneſs. Of this kind is the Hiſtory 
now before us; wherein we have a lively image of diſtreſs, 
heightened and aggravated by ſome of the moſt ſtriking 
Circumſtances ; which met with immediate relief from the 


22 Ep. ill. 16, 17. 


A Man 
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| Col} EC. 
Man of God. Let me lay the whole before you in the ex- _— 
preſſive words of the inſpired Penman. | 
NOW there cried a certain woman of the wives of the 
fons of the prophets unto Eliſha, ſaying, Thy ſervant my huſ- 
| band is dead, and thou knoweſt that thy ſervant dig fear the 
| Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him my too ſons to 
( be bondmen. And Eliſha ſaid unto ber, What ſhall I do for 
iS thee? tell me, what haſt thou in the houſe? And ſhe ſaig, 
| 1 Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the houſe ſave a pot of 
l. Then be ſaid, Go, borrow thee veſſels abroad of all, thy 
neighbours, even empty veſſels ; borraw not, a few, And when 
i rhou art come in, thou ſhalt ſhut the door upon thee, and upon 
1 thy ſons, and Jhalt pour cut into all thoje veſſels, and thou 
1 | ſhalt ſet afide that which is full. So ſhe went from him, and 
ſhut the door upon her, and upon her ſons; who brought the 
veſſels to her, and ſhe poured, out. And it came to paſs when 
the velſels were full, that ſhe ſaid unto her fon, Bring me yet 
1 veſſel. And he ſuid unto her, There is not a veſſel more. And 
the vil ſtayed. Then fhe came and told the man of God: and be 
. ſaid, Go, Hh the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy - 
„ children of the reſt. | . 


How ſhort, and yet how full ; how plain, and yet how 
affecting is the Narrative! He muſt have no bowels of 
N who can read it without feeling ſome ſhare of 
the unhappy widow's complicated affliction; and he muſt 
be as great a ſtranger to the kind affections implanted in 
human nature, who does not find a ſecret joy and ſatis - 
faction in his mind from the ſpeedy aſſiſtance ſhe received. 


Grve me leave to make a few reflections upon ſome of 

the Circumftances in this relation; which will lead the 

way to ſome obſervations not unſuitable to the occaſion of 
| | our preſent meeting. 


| Tur woman, who is the ſubject of it, was a Widow; 
2, She had been the wife of one of the Sons of the Prophets. 
: In 


EG 7 5 
In the Hebrew Common - wealth, as early zt leaſt as in the 
bers of which were called, he ſons of the: Prophets; and 
ſometimes, Prophets. Theſe Seminaries ſeem to have been 
under the direction of ſome of thoſe venerable Perſons, ap- 

on whom the Spirit of God: reſted in thoſe days, and who! . 
were favoured with an immediate revelation. of the divine 
Will, and the deſigns of Providence: For thus we find Sa- 
mael preſiding over them“; And when Elyab was taken up 
into heaven, the Sons of the Prophets ſad, The Spirit of 
Elijah, deth reſt on Eliſha; And they came e meet him, and: 
bowed themſekyes to the ground befare him ꝶ; in token, no 
doubt, of their acknowledging him for their Maſter; and 
we find them afterwards ſubmitting themſelves to his/ad- 
vice and direction þ in ſeveral particulars. And it is not 
improbable that from hence they might be called, tbe: /ons 
of the Prophets, Here the Students were trained up in the 
ſtudy of the law of Moſes, and in the practice of Piety and 
Devotion: and were thereby qualified to be Teachers and 
Interpreters of the Law, and to excite others to the practice 
of it by their example; which- was one conſiderable part 
of the prophetick office, and intituled them to the name 

of Prophets. And whenever God was pleaſed to fend any 
extraordinary meſſengers to his choſen People, and to in- 
ſpire them with the knowledge of future events, He gene- 
rally took them out of theſe. Schools; whenee Ames, ſpeak» 
ing of the commiſſion he had received from the Lord to 
propheſy unto the people of Jfrgel, takes particular notice 

of this as an unuſual circumſtance, that he was va prophet: 
neither a prophet's fon, when he was called $. Perſons, thus 
ſequeſtered from the world, whoſe conſtant bulineſs'it was. 
to explain, recommend, and enforce the true worſhip of 
God and the ſocial duties of religion, and accaſionally to- 
deliver meſſages from God to his people, had a juſt claim 


* x Sam. xix. 20. Þ 2 Kings ul. 15, = 2444 

4 See 2 Kings ii. 16, 17. vi. 1. ix. 1. 
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to ſome regand from the Publick in return for the advan- 
tages received from them. What Proviſion was made for 
their maintenance; whether they were always of the fa- 
milies of the Prieſts or Levites, and ſo partook of the 
Tithes and Offerings according to the appointment of the 
Law, we are no where told. But whatever it was, it is plain 

from the Inſtance before us, it was not always ſufficient to 
anſwer the exigences of a family.; or even to reſcue their 
immediate dependents from the loweſt degree of poverty 
and want. For the unhappy Widow here was Tx in 8 
forlorn and deſtitute a condition, that ſhe had nothing in 
the houſe for the ſupport of herſelf and her two ſons, 
but a ſingle Pot of Oil. Wretched Support indeed; which 
muſt very quickly fail, and leave them expoſed to new and 
unfelt miſeries! Yet theſe perhaps might in ſome mea- 
ſure have been ſtruggled with: Her hands, (if not already 
enfeebled by age and infirmities) and the hands of her 
Sons, (if they had yet attained a ſufficient degree of ſtrength 
and firmneſs) however unuſed they were to labour, and 
therefore unfit for it, might have been forced to miniſter 
ſomething to their neceffities: Or, the eager Cravings of 
Nature might have overcome the ſenſe of ſhame and diſ- 
grace, and have made them eloquent enough in begging” 
to move the compaſſion of others, and raiſe a preſent 
ſcanty ſupply. But ſach was the hard fate of the good man, 
who feared the Lord; and poſſibly it became his fate in 
that corrupt and 1dolatrous age, becauſe he feared the 
Lord; becauſe he kept ſtedfaſt to the worſhip of the true 
God, and refuſed to recommend himſelf to the favour of the 
Great by bowing the knee to Baal; Or, (if the Jewiſh Tra- 
dition * concerning him be true) becauſe he had ſpent his 
own fortunes, and run himſelf in debt, by maintaining 
the prophets of the Lord, and ſcreening them from the per- 
ſecuting fury of Jezebel: it was however his fate, that he 
died in debt; and hence the widow's diſtreſs received its 
fulleſt aggravation. For, according to the cuſtom of thoſe 


# See Joſeph. Ant, Jud. Lib. ix. Cap. 4. Sect. 2. 
u | | times, 


times, and the laws. then ſubſiſting, the Creditor came to | 
take her two Sons for bondmen ; to uſe them himſelf as = 
Slaves; or ſell them to another, for the diſcharge of 
the debt. The Jewiſh Hiſtorian Toſephus relates, that | 
ſhe herſelf was alſo ſeized. with her children. And if ; 
this were the fact, it may well be ſuppoſed, that in her 
athetick Addreſs. to Eliſba, the bitter Anguiſh ſhe felt 

or them made her quite inſenſible of her own caſe. 
Indeed this Circumſtance only varies the diſtreſs, but 
does not much affect the degree of it. For it would 
require a very nice diſcernment to determine, which were 
the more pitiable caſe; to be thus bereaved. of both her 
ſons, in whom were placed her only preſent Comforts, 
and all the future Hopes of her dechning years; Or, to 
be in bondage with them. The heart-breaking Pangs 
of ſuch a ſeparation would have been a full balance for 
the ſhare ſhe might have borne in their affliction. 


IN this fad reverſe of fortune, She flies to the moſt 
celebrated Prophet of the Lord for relief; and She 
quickly found it. The holy Man of God could Hot be 
deaf to the complaints of the miſerable; and it may 
reaſonably be preſumed they came with redoubled force 
upon him from that powerful motive, thou knowe/ſt that 
thy ſervant did fear the Lord. He knew, that the de- 5 
4 ceaſed had been engaged in the ſame righteous cauſe 
with himſelf : and ſtood in the ſame kind of relation to 
God, though in a ſubordinate rank; ſo that the diſtreſſes 
of his family were in ſome meaſure bis own. He is 
therefore impatient to relieve her, and ſays with an 
eager haſte, What ſhall J do for thee > — Silver and 
Gold, the ordinary means of aſſiſtance, he had none. 
He ſeems to. have lived himſelf upon the voluntary con- 
tributions of others; and they were not likely to amount 
to much from a People ſo perverted to idolatry. =— He 
has therefore recourſe to that power of working mi- 
racles, with which God had endowed him. He doubted 
mY that the ſame Almighty Being, who had enabled 


hi 
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him to heal the waters of Jericho for the fake of the 
ſons of the 3 wh would interpofe in behalf of the 
widow and the fatherleſs, when all other-ſaccours failed. 
— It was a Cauſe worthy of God; and it ſucceeded 
_ accordingly. — He enlarges the little Store of Oil, and 
then directs the 1 of it; firſt, to fatisfy the 
juſt demands of the Creditor; and then, to maintain 
the widow and her family. Go, ſell the oil, and pay thy 
debt, and live thou and thy children of the reſt; He does 
not raiſe her to an affluence of fortune; he makes no 
ample proviſion for her; his might have made her for- 
þ getful of her conſtant dependence upon the bounty of 
Providence. He gives only enough to anſwer the de- 
mands of Juſtice and the cravings of Neceflity. When 
this was done, the miracle ceaſed ; and ſhe was left to her 
own induſtry, and the common protection of Providence. 
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In theſe few reflections I have made upon this hiſtory, 
1 there are ſeveral particulars ſo plainly ſuitable to the pre- 
1 ſent occaſion, that it is almoſt needleſs to point them out: 
. You muſt have been before-hand with me in the ap- 
; plication, If they have been properly attended to; Go, 
q and do thou likewiſe, might anſwer all our purpoſe, and 
F ſerve for a conclufion of the whole. Would we imitate, 
as far as we are able, this great example, we ſhould 
want very little further perſuaſion to engage us all to 
promote that excellent work we are now concerned for, 
the relief of the diftreſſed widows and orphans of poor 
Clergymen, | | | 


I THINK, at leaft, the three following obſervations are 
clearly deducible from the example we have been con- 
ſidering; and it may be worth our while to be a little 
more particular upon them. 


among the moſt proper Objects of dur Compaſſion 
and Charity. 


| L THAT the Widow 'and the Fatherleſs in diſtreſs, are 


II. THAT 


1 
U. Tugr the Widows and Orphans: of Clergymen bays 
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Fiks-T. 1 obſerxe that the Widow 2 the Fatherleſa, 


in diſtreſs are among the me Proper dee ws our 
Denen e. 


Tuus the firſt motive che widow. — to e the Pro- 
Phet was this, /by Servant my buſband is dad. 


EVERY Perſon in diftreſs 3 18 certainly an Obiect of our 
I and: as ſuch is intitled to our aſſiſtance; 
m mp, ly- from that Spirit of univerſal benevo- 
2 h the Goſpel requires. But then All are nat 
equally intitied to it; nor can they claim an equal 
Share of at; {becauſe All are not in equal diſtreſs; and 
alſo, becauſe All have not equal merit; for ſome — 
is due to the manner, in which their diſtreſs was: brought 

upon them, whether it were by their fault or by their 
misfortune. None ſhould be entirely excluded from relief, 
if our Abilities would reach to Al. but ſtill, ſome diſ- 
tinction ſhould be made; and both Reaſon and Religi- 
on will direct us, to beſtow it in the fulleſt meaſure and 
Proportion upon thoſe, who want, and who deſerve it 
molt : And in both theſe reſpects, rong 4s the ein 
of the Widow and the Fatherleſs. | 


TRHRIR Condition indeed is ſuch, that even under an 
affluence of wealth it is juſtly looked upon as diſconſo- 
late; and Plenty itſelf can — raiſe them above com- 
pafſion. The One has loſt a wang, Tg = the neareſt and 
deareſt Relation; the Protector of her weakneſs; the 


Object 


Fn. 


Object of her fondeſt affeftion; with whom ſhe dou- 


bled every joy, and divided every ſorrow in life. The 
Other are deprived of a Father; the Author, under God, 


of their Being, and the Promoter of their happineſs ; 
One, whom the ſtrongeſt Ties of natural affection deter- 


mined to employ all his care, his power, his wiſdom and 
experience, for their welfare; the Guardian of their inno- 
cence, and the watchful Guide of their ripening years ; 


Upon whoſe advice and authority they principally depend- 


to direct their ſteps through the dangerous paths of 
giddy and unthinking Youth; and above all, to catch 
the firſt dawnings of reaſon, and ſet it right; to check 
the early ſallies of appetite and paſſion in their riſe ; to 
inform their yet unſullied minds, and regulate their man- 
ners; and to inſtil principles of wiſdom, virtue and re- 
ligion; in a word, to train them up to think and reaſon 


for themſelves ; and by favours and rewards, by reproof 
and correction, to ſtop the growth of every vice, to en- 


courage every virtue, and 70 bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. Theie are ſome of the be- 
nefits derived from a good Father to his children; and 
theſe affect the rich as well as the poor, though not in 


the ſame degree; becauſe the former have it in their 


power to procure others to take upon themſelves the 


Important charge, and ſtand in the place of a Father. 
But then it can never be expected, that the Truſt ſnould 


be executed with the ſame Zeal and Care, where there 
is not the ſame natural Affection and Tenderneſs to 


warm and enliven them. And though every Parent is 
not ſo diligent in performing his duty in all theſe re- 
ſpeCts, as he ought to be; yet I believe there are few, 


who are entirely negligent about it; and from whom 
their children do not receive numberleſs inſtances of be- 
neficial kindneſs, which will render the loſs of them trul 
deplorable. For as to thoſe Monſters in nature, which, 
are ſaid to be the growth of this libertine Age and 


Country, who take pains to poiſon the principles and 


debauch the practice of their children; Nature cannot 
| | produce 


— — —— — 


produce many ſuch; and if any there be, it muſt be own- 
ed, the Loſs of them is a real benefit both to their De- 
pendents and the whole Community. EF © bs 


IF the deſolate State of the widow and the fatherleſs 
in general can require any further confirmation, conſult 
the Scriptures, and you will find them placed as the 
„ of miſery itſelf, For, when the Prophet 
is lamenting the deſolation of Jeruſalem, he pours forth 
the bitterneſs of his forrow in theſe expreſſions ; How 
is ſhe become as a widew! and again, We are orphans and 

 Fatherleſs, our mothers are as widows*, To the ſame pur- 
poſe, when the Royal Pſalmift denounces the ſevereſt 
ſtrokes of the divine vengeance upon the wicked ; He 
draws out this from the dreadful Storehouſe of Curſes : 
Let his. children be fatherleſs, and his wife a widow +. If 
then theſe Characters are thus diſtreſsful in themſelves, 
when - alleviated by the moſt favourable circumſtances; 
what muſt they be under the additional load of Poverty; 
which alone is ſufficient to make any condition miſerable ? 
When the Huſband and the Father was the ſole Support 
of the family ; and they are left expoſed to hunger and 
thirſt, to cold and nakedneſs, to wants of every kind ; 
which the weak and tender 'Sex of the One, and Age 
of the Other, cannot ſupply to any degree of comfor- 
table ſubſiſtence; then every pointed arrow of affliction 
ſticks faſt, and the widow's heart is wounded within 
her; whilſt her innocent and helpleſs children are, 
either inſenſible of their loſs, though they cannot but 
feel their wants, and cry out to her for the relief ſhe is 
utterly unable to give them; Or elſe, too ſenſible of both, 
mingle their tears with her's, and jointly bemoan their 
common fate; till the mutual Sorrows of their hearts 
are ſo enlarged, that they grow too big for utterance, - 
and above all deſcription. 


: „Lam. i. I. v. 3. T Pfal. cix. 9. | | 
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SUcuy deep diſtreſs muſt ſurely place them above the 
common rank of Petitioners, and open our hands wider 
to relieve them ; eſpecially if we conſider further, that 
their mifortunes are occaſioned neither by their vices, 
nor their follies. | | 


Muc of the miſery we daily ſee in our ſtreets men 
bring upon themſelves. They are either too 1dle to labour, 
and find the trade of begging more eaſy, and perhaps 
more profitable; Or, they reduce themſelves to real diſtreſs 
by a thoughtleſs indolence; and put the evil day far from 
them* ; till poverty came as one that travelleth, and want as 
an armed man r; Or elſe, they wantonly throw away their 
ſabſtance in an heedleſs and unbounded purſuit of vicious, 
or at leaſt, unneceſſary pleaſures. I do not ſay that any of 
theſe, except the firſt, are unworthy the notice of a Chriſ- 
tian; for real miſery, wherever it appears, or however 
occaſioned, will always be a fit object of Chriſtian Com- 
paſſion. But ſurely Thoſe, whoſe cauſe we are plead- 
ing, have a much better title to it. They have loſt him, 
upon whom, under God, they depended for the ne- 

ceſſaries of life; and they loſt him by an Act of God, 
to whom alone belong the Iſſues of Lite and Death. And 
it is a probable, as well as pious ſuppoſition, that it is 
one part of the deſign of Providence in ſuch rigorous 
diſpenſations, to ſet before us proper Objects for our 
bounty; to try whether we can feel the affliftions of our 
fellow-chriſtians, and are ready to relieve them. Hence 
it 1s, that to ſecure the obſervation of ſo important a 
branch of charity, God has not left us wholly to the 
workings of nature, but in his revealed will has recom- 
mended the widow and the fatherleſs to our particular 
regard; not only by forbidding us under the ſevereſt 


penalties} to vex, to oppreſs, or to ali them; but by 
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* Amos vi. 3. T Prov. vi. 11. 4 See Exod. xxii. 22, 23, 24. 
b Jerem. vii. 6. xxil. 3. Ezek. xxii. 7. Zech. vii. 10. Mal. iii. 5. 
| Matth. xxiii. 14. | | 
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(can) ) 
giving them a diſtinguiſhed place among thoſe, for whom 
fome Proviſton ſhould: be made, that th:y may“ eat, 
and be filled, and rejoice before the Lord. And St. James 
has ſingled out this as the moſt eſſential and neceſſary 
part of our duty to our neighbour, 0 vit the father- 
lefs and widows in their affiiftion F. Nay more, God has 
declared himſelf to be peculiarly the Father of the father- 
Jeſs, and a Judge of the widows; and what leſs can He 
expect from the rich in this world; who are only Stew- 
ards of the good things beſtowed upon them by his 
_ providence, than that theſes ſhould diſpenſe ſome portion 
af them to thoſe, who are ſo immediately under his pro- 
tection ? Other Objects may move, but Theſe will force 
our pity; They may claim, but Theſe will almoſt demand 
Relief. Vet even among theſe there may be room for 
choice and preference, according as their Diſtreſſes are 
more aggravated, or other Cirumſtances interfere 'to 
recommend them in a particular manner to our favour; 
and theſe conſiderations will ſerve to illuſtrate my ſe- 
cond Obſervation : viz. 


—_— 


| ) | 
II. THAT the Widows and Orphans of Clergymen have 
a peculiar claim to the afliftance of all Chriſtians. 


THE Cup of affliction is always bitter, but it has 
the taſte of Gall itfelf, when it ſuddenly ſucceeds the 
ſweet Honey or the Honey-comb. To fink at once 
into the loweſt poverty from a condition that afforded 
a decent and reputable 'maintenance; to fall on a ſud- 
den from an eaſy fortune to its very reverſe, without 
any proſpect of redreſs; and from a State that drew ſome 
degree of reſpect from others, to be reduced to One too 
often attended with deriſion and ſcorn; to be forced to 
afk, and hazard the being refuſed, that relief they have 
been uſed to give; are Circumſtances, that quicken the 


See Deut. xiv. 29. xvi. 11, 14. xxiv. 19, 20, 2 1. XXVi. 12. 1 Tim. 
v. 16. Þ+ James i. 27. 4 Pſalm Ixviii. 5. : 
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Senſe of miſery, and make it more intolerable. And theſe, 
though not abſolutely peculiar to the poor widows of 
Clergymen, eminently diſtinguiſh heir Caſe. —For they 
have generally in their huſbands life-time ſuſtained ſoma 
Figure in the world; they have kept a generous and 
hoſpitable Table, from which ſomething might be ſpared. 
for their poor neighbours ; they have been admitted to 
a familiar acquaintance with Perſons of fortune, and. 
taſted perhaps a little of the Elegancies of Life. And 
even in the loweſt Preferments, through the good pro- 
vidence of God and their own frugal y of appeatance 


0 ou Wed. ee 


. have been able to preſerve. a decency of appearance, - 
. which ſets them above the Contempt of the Vulgar. All 
1 this is neceſſary to be done, to ſupport the dignity of 
their huſbands Character; the world expects it from 
them; and their Miniſtry would loſe much of its weight 
and influence without it. But then the misfortune is, 
that whilſt this is doing, and their Children educated 
in a way ſomewhat ſuitable to their Birth, the annual 
Income ſs Preferment is expended; and it is well, if. 
| it be not ſometimes anticipated ; ſo that when the fatal 
if Day is come, that cuts off Him, upon whom their All 
i depended, it finds them wholly unprovided for the Change, 
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* and leaves them deſtitute both of Comfort and Support. 
1 The Litile, that is left, is ſo far from enabling the diſ- 


4 conſolate Widow to carry on the unfiniſhed Education 
ff of the children, that it will ſcarce afford them preſent 
ſuſtenance; and perhaps the Creditor is at the door, 
i ready to ſeize that Little. Then indeed the Diſtreſs is 
id: compleat: and the miſerable Orphans, (unleſs ſome kind 
hand be ſtretched forth to their aſſiſtance) inſtead of 
1 the early hopes they had entertained of a liberal Edu- 


cation, or ſome reputable Employment, are obliged to 
deſcend to the meaneſt and moſt ſervile offices for a 
f precarious ſubſiſtence, or to ſeek their bread even in de- 
1 | ſolate places, | 


1 IN the two other learned Profeſſions, Men of great 
underſtanding hardly ever fail of raiſing a W 
ortune 


(148) 
fortune in a little time, and Men of moderate accom- 
pliſhments ſeldom venture to engage in them, without 
ſome paternal Inheritance to depend upon. If it ſhould 
be whiſpered now; why are they not as cautious in the 
choice of this Profeſſion? I would anſwer; if they were, 
whence ſhould we fetch a Supply for the numerous 
ſmall livings, and the many laborious Curacies in our 
Church? Muſt they be filled, as they now ſometimes 
are, with Men of the brighteſt Parts and moſt ſolid Learn- 
ing, who have not fortunes or intereſt enough to recom- 
mend them to better? But the numbers of theſe would 
not be ſufficient; and it can hardly be expected, that 
ſuch, as are well provided for another way, would con- 
deſcend to accept them. 


IN moſt of the ſecular and more gainful Employ- 
ments of life, the death of the huſband does not put 
a neceſſary ſtop to buſineſs; it may be carried on by the 
- widow ſufficiently to make a decent proviſion - for her- 
| ſelf and family, And in the lower Occupations, the 
alteration is /e/s upon the like fatality, and the Sufferers 
themſelves are better able to bear it. They have been 
inured to harder fare and a rougher way of life; and 
are thence prepared to ſuſtain with more eaſe the ſeverer 
| ſtrokes of adverſity. . | 


So that the poor Widows and Orphans of, Clergymen 
are generally of all others the moſt deſtitute,' the moſt 
helpleſs, and the leaſt able to bear thoſe diſtreſſes, which 
are in their Caſe the moſt unavoidable. All which tend to 
{ſtrengthen their claim to the aſſiſtance of every Chriſtian. 


BUT I muſt not forget to recommend them further, 
from the peculiar Character of thoſe,/ whoſe Relicts they 
are; to which the Text itſelf dire&ts me: hy ſervant 
did fear the Lord, — was One of the Sons of the Pro- 
phets, whoſe profeſſion it was, to propagate the know- + 
ledge and practice of religion. = 


' 
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aA ſeuſible that, in this Age, every attempt to mag- 
nify the Office of a Clergyman is looked upon as invidi- 
ous, and treated with ſcorn by the enemies of our moſt 
holy faith. But I know too, that I am not ſpeaking to ſuch, 
but to a Chriſtian Audience; before whom I may be al- 
lowed to repreſent the Clergy, as the Scriptures have done : 
as the Miniſlers of Chriff, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God*; whom the Holy Ghoſt hath made Overſeers of the 
flock; to feed the Church of Gd; who, by ſpecial com- 
miſſion from Chrift, are the Diſpenſers ok his Sacraments, 
and the Preachers of his Word. In ſhort,) their Employ- 
ment is moſt honourable, - and moſt bereficial to man- 

3 kind; for they are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, in whoſe flead 
" {| they pray You to be reconciled to God; and they watch for 
+ your fouls||, And when they have worn out their lives, 
* and perhaps ſhortened them, in this great work and la- 
1 bour of love; do not their unfortunate Remains deſerve 
1 ſome extraordinary compaſſion? Hear what the ſame 
it. Scriptures require in return. They are to be effeemed 
very highly in love, for their works jake. But what is 
that Eſteem? what is that Love, which will not ſhew 
itſelf in acts of kindneſs to their neareſt Relations? Left 
him that is taught in the Word communicate to him that 
teacheth, in all good things u And if to him, then ſurely 
to thoſe, whom He valued as his own ſoul. F e have 
ſewn unto You ſpiritual things, is it a great thing, if we 
4 (and I add, Ours too} ſhall reap your carnal things ++? 
4 Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that J. hey, who preach 
[8 the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel It. They certainly, and 
4 their Families; or elſe, let us return to the errors and 
abfurdities of Popery, and forbid them to marry.— And, 
to name no more, in the general Precept, 70 do good 
unto all Men, they who are of the houſhold of faith, are 
more eſpecially recommended to our regardy. | 


1 * x Cor. iv. 1 Þ+ Acts xx. 28. J 2 Cor. v. 20. || Heb. xiii. 17: 
. F x Theſs, v. 13. Gal. vi. 6. f 1 Cor. ix. 11. J 1 Cor. 
ix. 14. §§ Gal, vi. 10. 5 * | 
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- SHOULD it be ſaid, (and I can think of nothing elſe, 
that can ſtand in the way of this day's charity; nor will 
I diflemble this) that All have not approved themſelves 
as the miniſters of God. Forgive me, my Reverend Bre- 
thren, if with concern I own the charge. But then 
much may be ſaid in abatement of it. The Clergy are 
more narrowly watched than other. men; their faults are 
more aggravated ; and leſs allowance 1s uſually made 
for them. Every Man thinks, he has a right to enquire 
into their behaviour; and he ſeldom fails of exerting it; 
hence every little Slip in their Conduct is ſure to be 
taken notice of and publiſhed; and too often mali- 
ciouſly improved. If Some of them are not always ſtrictly 
upon their guard; if they are not ſo cautious and ex- 
emplary, as it is expected, and indeed as the ſacred Cha- 
racter they bear requires they ſhould be; little Scruple 
is made of repreſenting them as quite diſſolute and a- 
bandoned.. Whereas after all, they are but Men, ſub- 
ject to human frailties, infirmities, and paſſions, and 
often expoſed to more than ordinary temptations from 
the narrowneſs of their Circumſtances, as well as from 
the peculiar Snares of the Devil and his Agents upon 
earth; who muſt receive uncommon pleaſure from one 
Convert to Vice of this kind. We acknowledge, that a 
vicious Clergyman is of all Characters the moſt odious 
and deteſtable; we hope and believe the Inſtances are 
exceeding rare; but if there he any ſuch, let them bear 
the infamy, and the puniſhment of their iniquity; and 
let it not extend to the whole Order; much leſs to 
their innocent Widows and Children. Their Sufferings 
are increaſed by a guilt, in which they were no Sharers. 
Pity them then for their own ſakes; and effectual Care 
is taken, by the Certificates required, that They ſhall be 
deſerving objects. If the Men deſerved no pity, yet re- 
member their Office; Have ſome regard for that, and 
You will beſtow your relief for Chri/?'s ſake. 


III. My; third \obfarvation: was. that: of Eds 
1 | the 
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n 
the Clergy are particularly concerned to promote this 
excellent work to the utmoſt of their power. 


CHARITY in general is ſo agreeable to the Genius and 
Temper of our moſt holy religion, ſo often expreſly en- 
joined by it, and ſo ſtrongly recommended by the ex- 
ample of its great Author, who went about doing geod ; 
that it would be even ſcandalous in a Clergyman, not 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf by this eminent Badge of his Pro- 
feſſion. — And we may venture to affirm, what our 
bittereſt- Enemies will hardly venture to deny, that no 


Set of men in the world are more remarkable for it, in 


proportion to their Abilities, than the Clergy of the 


Church of England. — But here, my Brethren, we have 


a cloſer Tie; the unhappy Petitioners of this day, through 
their huſbands and fathers, are our near Relations, as 
they are of the houſhold of God; ſo that what is Cha- 
rity to others becomes almoſt a debt of Juſtice to them; 
ſince it is providing, as it were, for thoſe of our own 
houſe. — Where indeed ſhould the helpleſs Widow of 
one of the ſons. of the Prophets ſeek for relief, but 
from the hands of a Prophet? and where could She ex- 
pect to find compaſſion, if ſhe miſſed it there? — Have 


e received a liberal education, in the fchools of the 


Prophets, to fit us for the work of the miniſtry? So 


did they. Were we regularly ordained by the Biſhops 
of a Proteſtant Church? So were zhey. Do we wait at 


the altar, and eat the bread thereof? So did hey. To 
ſum up all in one word; Are we Miniſters of Chriſt? 


So were they; and perhaps in labours more abundant, — 
Were they ſtreightened in their Circumſtances, and un- 

able to make proviſion for their families? And ma 

not this at ſome time or other be our caſe? or if it be 
not; is this diſtinction owing to any peculiar merits we 
can claim above them ? | 


Bu'T I forbeat ; — for J know the forwardneſs of your 
inds ; — and how your Poverty, in this great trial of 
affiiclion, 


E 1 

afflidlion, hath abounded unto the riches of your liberality. 
For to your power, (T bear- record). yea, and beyond your 
power, ye are willing of yourſelves ; — and your zeal hath 
provoked very many. You have cheerfully contributed 
yourſelves what could be ſpared from your little Store; 
and God, who enlarged the widow's Oil, hath through 
your means ſtirred up the hearts of the Laity to lend 
ns their kind and bountiful affiſtance. — Their debtors 
verily we are. — we receive the gift with joy, and ac- 
knowledge it with gratitude and thanks. Bleſſed be God, 
who hath hitherto proſpered this work in our hands! 
and his Bleſſing be upon the head of thoſe, who have 
encouraged it! LIED. 41 


WIATE VER is irkfome or burdenſome in the taſk 
of collecting or diſtributing this charity, We as in duty 
bound, are ready to undertake it. We are glad to ſpare 
the bluſhes of the widow, and beg for her what a ten- 
der and ingenuous ſenſe of ſhame would hardly ſuffer 
her to beg in perſon for herſelf, 'We aſk not for the 
elegancies, nor even for the ſuperfluities of life; ſo far 
from this, that effectual Care is taken, that None, who 
have ſufficient to furniſh out but a moderate mainte- 
nance, ſhall be admitted to any Share of your Contribu- 
tions. Suffer us only to raiſe them above the loweſt 
drudgeries, which they are utterly unfit for; and to put 


them into ſome reputable way of ſupporting themſelves 


by their own induſtry. Let us at leaſt ſoften thoſe di- 
ſtreſſes, we cannot pretend entirely to remove; and make 
thoſe ſorrows leſs piercing, which without ſome aſſiſt- 
ance would be almoſt inſupportable. The whole We 
can do, aſſiſted by the joint contributions of the Laity, 
when divided among ſo many Petitioners, amounts to 
ſo little in proportion to their ſeveral wants, that our 
Enemies will read the printed accounts with ſome kind of 
of pleaſure; but our Friends, we hope, will be excited 
by them, if not to enlarge, at T to continue their 


* 2 Cor. Vill. 2. ix. 2. 


liberality. 
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liberality. The Oil ſtayed not, ſo long as there were 
empty Veſſels to receive it; ſ% let your bounty flow, till 
there ſhall be no more Objects, who both want and de- 
ferve it. a | 

LET us all then, both Clergy and Laity, unite in this 
diſtinguiſhed” work of Chriſtian Charity. Let us Iiſen 10 
the ſupplication of the fatherleſs, and to the widow, when 
ſhe poureth out Ber complaint*; and we ſhall ſoon feel 
how much more bleſſed it is to give than to receive . When 
the ear hears us, then it ſhall bleſs us; and when the eye 
ſees us, it ſhall give witneſs to us: becauſe we delivered 


| the poor that cried, and the fatherleſs, and him that had 


none to help him, The bleſſing of him that was ready to 
periſh ſhall come upon us: and we ſhall cauſe the <widow's 
heart to fing for joy 1. Above all things confider, that 
God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have ſhewed toward his name, in that ye 
have miniſtered unto the ſaints, and do miniſter ||. And we 
know, who hath ſaid; JInaſmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the leaſt-of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me g. 


I CONCLUDE with the advice of the wiſe Son of 
Sirach.: Be as a father unto the fatherleſs, and inſtead 
of an huſband unto their mother: ſo ſhalf thou be as the 
Son of the moſt High, and He ſhall love thee more than 
thy Mother doth. : | 


* Ecclus xxxv. 14. Acts xx. 35, I Job xxix, 11, 42, 13. 
| Heb. vi. 10. § Mat, xxv. 40. J Ecclus iv. 10. 
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